
APRIL 1 2009  

(Passed Into Acceptance Jan/18/2009) 

BY-LAW NO.1

A By-Law Relating Generally To The Transaction Of The Affairs Of;

ESSEX COUNTY ATV CLUB INC.
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Be It Enacted As A By-Law Of Essex County ATV Club As Follows:

Article 1 - Name, Definitions, Purpose & Mission Statement, Code Of Ethics.

1.1
The name of the club shall be the Essex County ATV Club Inc., with an abbreviated title “EC-ATV” And Or With Current Club Insignia. 
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1.2
Definition1: The abbreviated title “EC-ATV” is defined as Essex County ATV Club Inc.
1.3
Definition 2: The abbreviated title “OFATV” is defined as Ontario Federation of All Terrain Vehicles Inc.
1.4
 Definition 3: The word “ATV” is defined as All Terrain Vehicles as prescribed by Ontario provincial legislation.
1.5
 Mission statement
The Essex County ATV Club Inc. will create and maintain an association of ATV enthusiasts for the purpose of advancing safe and legal ATV riding in and around the County of Essex. We will endeavor to create a working relationship with landowners, municipal officials and Police agencies. We will participate with the community to promote safe, legal and responsible ATV use and to assist with training and education.

1.6
Purpose
The Essex County ATV Club Inc. is a registered not for profit corporation in the Province of Ontario. Our membership as of Oct/08 stands at 130 members, having doubled over the past twelve months. Our membership includes several families, something we are proud of and promote. Our organization strives to promote safe and responsible recreational ATV riding. The number of ATV enthusiast is growing rapidly, creating a need for safe, legal riding opportunities. Our location in south western Ontario presents us with unique barriers. Crown land, which is abundant in other parts of the province, is not available to us. This means that we count on the co-operation of local land owners. Recently, the club has opened thirty kilometers of trails on two hundred and twenty acres of private land. These trails were built with every effort made to protect and enhance the environment and to have minimal affect on the wildlife present. We work with land owners to identify sensitive areas or areas of special interest. Recently the Town of Amherstburg passed a bylaw allowing the club to link two properties using a municipal road. When this bylaw was passed the Mayor, several Councilors and administrators expressed their support for our club and its goals. We have other riding areas available in Amherstburg and we are currently working with several land owners to gain connecting properties to make these areas viable. The Essex County ATV Club is a member of the Ontario Federation of ATV Clubs (OFATV) This gives us access to several benefits. Most important is the insurance policy. Proper insurance remains the number one issue faced by land owners. Once a land use agreement is signed, the landowner in covered by our $5 million dollar third party insurance. The OFATV also assist us with guideline and policy matters to help insure that we continue to grow and improve our club.

1.7
EC-ATV Membership Code of Ethics:

I will practice good sportsmanship. I recognize that many people will judge all ATV owners by my actions. I will use my influence with other ATV owners to promote responsible conduct.


I will observe the “No alcohol on the trails” policy of the EC-ATV club.


I will maintain clean trails and use areas. I will work to safeguard clean and pure streams and lakes. I will ensure my ATV has the lowest possible impact on the environment. I will safeguard living trees, shrubs and other natural features.


I will respect other people’s property and rights.


I will lend a helping hand when I see someone in distress.


I will make my vehicle and myself available to assist in emergency situations.


I will recognize the rights of other user groups.


I will energetically strive to bring other recreation participants to recognize and respect my rights as an ATV’r by explaining my needs and, at the same time, listening to their needs.


I will learn and obey all federal, provincial, municipal, EC-ATV club and OFATV club rules and policies regulating the operation of ATV’s and areas where I use my ATV. 


I will inform public officials, as required when using public lands.


I will not harass wildlife, and will become aware of protected or sensitive areas.


I will use marked trails, and areas open to ATV’s. I will not travel where prohibited.
Article 2 - EC-ATV Club Executive Board Of Directors, Elections, Vacancies, Meetings, Powers.
2.1
The Executive Board of Directors shall consist of five (5) Directors, each of whom shall be an active member of the club.(President , Vice president , Treasurer , Recording secretary , Membership coordinator). These Directors shall be elected at an Annual Meeting of the membership and shall take office at the close of the Annual Meeting. No Director shall be elected to serve more than Three (3) successive terms unless such measure is passed by the board of directors and the general membership in a majority vote. 

2.2
If vacancies on the Executive Board of Directors should occur by reason of death, resignation or otherwise, the remaining Directors may, at their option, by majority vote, elect a successor for each unexpired term. 
2.3
 Meetings of the Executive Board of Directors shall be held at such time and place as may be fixed from time to time by resolution of the Executive Board of Directors, or by call of the President.  The Executive Board of Directors shall hold its regular annual general meeting in conjunction with and at the place of the annual general meeting of the membership (usually in April). Upon written request of a quorum of Executive Board members, the Secretary shall call a special meeting of the Executive Board of Directors. 
2.4
A majority of the members of the Executive Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of club business.

2.5
The Executive Board of Directors may, at its discretion, by the affirmative vote of a majority of the whole Executive Board of Directors, appoint an Interim Board of Directors to act in its stead in cases of emergencies.

2.6
The Executive Board of Directors may appoint club committees, fill any vacancies or change the membership in club committees. The Board may, by resolution, delegate such authority to the club President. The Executive Board of Directors shall have power at all times to abolish any committee.

2.7
The Executive Board of Directors may employ whatever personnel it deems necessary, and for which funds are available, to aid in the management and programs of the club and may authorize the expenditure of club funds in any other manner provided such actions are in the proper furtherance of the purpose of the club. 

2.8
Any two (2) Members of The five (5) Executive Board of Directors are allowed & required to sign on all EC-ATV out bound payment cheques, transfers or Withdrawals. Usually the club president or vice president is one of those signatures.  

2.9
It shall be the basic responsibility of the Executive Board of Directors to safeguard the assets of the club and any failure to do so shall be reported to the membership in the next annual general meeting.

2.10
For elections to The Executive Board of Directors, The current Board of Executive Directors shall appoint an “Elections Committee” 60 days prior to the date of elections ,of at least three (3) persons from the active members (who do not wish to be nominated), to proceed with validating nominations , posting of all nominations required to all the active membership , and tallying of votes from the active membership at the annual membership meeting that is designated for elections. This committee will only exist for the duration of the Executive board elections and has the same responsibilities and structure of any EC-ATV committee. 

2.11
The entire Executive Board of Directors cannot be replaced in any one election, rather a 60/40 split of elections is required with the President and Treasurer in one separate election and the Vice president, Recording secretary and Membership coordinator in another separate election with a minimum 1 year between these two elections at the designated annual membership meeting.

Article 3 – Duties Of The EC-ATV Club President & EC-ATV Club Vice President

3.1
EC-ATV Club President shall preside at all meetings of the club and of its Executive Board of Directors, shall oversee and co-ordinate such committees as are authorized by the Executive Board of Directors, shall be a member ex-officio of all such committees and shall carry on those other responsibilities assigned to him or her by the by-laws and by the Executive Board of Directors. (this position carries a 2 year term)

3.2
EC-ATV Club Vice President, during the absence or temporary incapacity of the Club President, shall perform the duties and have the powers of the EC-ATV Club President and shall carry on those other responsibilities assigned to him or her by the by-laws , the Club President and /or Executive Board of Directors. (this position carries a 2 year term)
Article 4 - Sole Duties Of The EC-ATV Club President.

4.1
The EC-ATV Club President shall: 


be responsible for the strategy and long term planning of the EC-ATV.   


sign all official documents, contracts and undertakings.


conduct orderly and effective meetings.


ensure tasks and responsibilities are assigned to the appropriate director and or committee chair and shall follow up to ensure satisfactory completion.


call meetings when required.

Article 5 - Duties Of The EC-ATV Club Treasurer.

5.1
The EC-ATV Club Treasurer shall keep all financial records of the club and have charge of its funds.  He or she shall keep records of the club’s funds in a financial institution approved by the Executive Board of Directors and in the name of the club.  He or she shall disburse such finds of the club under the direction of the Executive Board of Directors.  Withdrawals shall be made by cheques signed in such a manner as may be approved from time to time by the Executive Board of Directors.(refer to article 2.8) A Treasurer’s report shall be prepared and submitted at each annual general meeting or as directed by the club president. (this position carries a 2 year term)

Article 6 - Duties Of The EC-ATV Club Recording Secretary.

6.1
The EC-ATV Recording Secretary shall keep, store and preserve all club records, except financial records, including minutes of meetings, roster of members and member information , lists of committees and their members and volunteer credits , member training records  that are submitted from all committees. He or she announces notices of monthly membership meetings to be posted electronically, and discharge all of the usual secretarial functions of the office required herein or by the Executive Board of Directors.  The Secretary may also maintain a permanent mailing address, preferably a local post office box, for the club and direct incoming correspondence to the appropriate club official. 
6.2
The EC-ATV Recording Secretary shall maintain a current list of all club assets purchased , donated or otherwise acquired , with pertinent information such as type ,model number , purchase value , and quantity. This list can be presented upon request of the executive board of directors or any active member and may be posted to the website if required. (this position carries a 2 year term)

Article 7 - Duties Of The EC-ATV Club Membership Coordinator.

7.1
The EC-ATV Club Membership Coordinator shall be responsible but not limited to , creating a membership committee , developing and maintaining a  volunteer credit reward system , receiving applications for new membership and renewals , collecting & recording & forwarding all pertinent active member and associate member information (addresses , e-mail , training records , volunteer credit tracking ,membership expirations) , interacting with the OFATV as required , creation and distribution of membership kits and new membership orientation. (this position carries a 2 year term)

Article 8 - Other EC-ATV Officers And Duties.
8.1
The duties of all other officers of the club shall be such as the terms of their engagement call for , or which the board of directors requires of them to perform and shall be amended to the bylaws upon engagement (currently there are no other officers).

Article 9 - Formation Of Committees, Structure, Responsibilities.

9.1
Committee leadership should be by voluntary election where as any active member may be nominated (or volunteers to be nominated) by anyone in the general membership or by the Executive board of directors in a monthly membership meeting, and then by a show of hands of the attending membership, the potential committee leader is accepted or denied. This will be the process for the election of the remaining minimum committee leadership.

9.2
The Executive Board of Directors May also appoint club committees, fill any vacancies or change the membership in club committees.  The Board may, by resolution, delegate such authority to the Executive club President.  The Executive Board of Directors shall have power at all times to abolish any committee.

9.3
EC-ATV Club committees are to be amended to the club By-laws once created or by the next monthly membership meeting for any changes. Committee name and purpose and leadership should be recorded in the amendment.

9.4
EC-ATV Club committee leadership structure shall consist of a minimum: 


(1) Committee chair to direct and ensure accomplishment of tasks related to their committee’s functions & goals and to interact with other committees to do so. 


(1) Committee vice chair to carry out tasks assigned to the vice chair by the committee chair and to replace the committee chair when he/she is incapacitated or otherwise resigns.  


(1) Committee clerk to record minutes , submit costs , submit purchase requirements, announcements , volunteer credits , and discharge all of the usual

clerical functions of the office required by the committee chair to submit to the Executive board of directors and the Club Recording Secretary in written reports and lists (as required) 


The EC-ATV Club President shall be a member ex-officio of all such committees but not included in the official committee structure and is involved only to provide guidance and advice where necessary.

9.5
Committee leadership members must be active members in the EC-ATV club and may hold more than one “committee leadership position” in more than one committee. Committee leadership members may also hold more than one “committee member” position in more than one committee.

9.6
Committee leadership members may recruit any active club member into their committee as a “committee member” and should post a roster of these members on the club website.(in future the website may have a page or section  for each committee and their activities and other information) 

9.7
Meeting reports , Any or All Committee leadership shall bring forth upon prior request from the Executive Board of Directors, a written or verbal report of their committee activities and any comments to other related inquires at the monthly membership meetings.

9.8
Committee Members while performing valuable services for their club through committee work, will also have volunteer credit time recorded.

9.9
Committee interaction is necessary in many cases for the club to function safely , professionally , and successfully in all events and activities. Committee leadership should recruit committee members that promote the above criteria. (for example the trails committee should try and recruit a safety committee member and a trail warden committee member in their committee for obvious reasons. The events committee should endeavor to have a safety committee member in their committee at functions and other activities.. etc)
Article 10 – Trail Committee purpose and scope.
10.1
The trails committee is responsible to maintain , map , and sign the current EC-ATC Club trail system and to create new trails on lands acquired through the land owner’s agreements. The trails committee is also responsible to maintain & store all EC-ATV club trail related equipment and materials. Other committees may need storage ,maintenance or fabrication as well and the trails committee may assist where needed.

10.2
The trail committee may form “committee trail crews” with members of the trails committee to perform work on the trails. (note: the committee clerk is very important to record , crew member lists , volunteer credits , record mapping , submit purchase and costs & submitting and listing of all trail assets. (As this is one of the largest committees and usually the most expensive)

10.3
The trail committee may announce “work days” to address trail building or maintenance issues. A Trail committee chair or vice chair along with a safety committee member must endeavor be present on these work day events.
Article 11 - Safety ,(First Aid & Training) Committee purpose and scope.
11.1
The Safety committee is responsible , to the best of their ability , for overseeing the general safety of all parties involved during all club events , work days and any other club activities. 

11.2
The Safety committee is responsible for arranging and or performing any internal membership training activities and classes , lessons or learning materials related to the EC-ATV club and its activities. 

11.3
All Safety committee leadership and Safety committee Members should be qualified and certified in general first aid and ATV safe operation at a minimum.

11.4
The Safety committee leadership and members of the Safety committee shall have the authority to cease and desist any unsafe EC-ATV club work or activity.

11.5
The Safety committee leadership and members of the Safety committee shall have the authority to prevent any active club member , associate member , volunteer , vendor or supplier , visitor or guest  from performing any unsafe EC-ATV club activity or any EC-ATV club activity being performed in an unsafe manner. (improper safety gear , poor work equipment , poor vehicle maintenance , substandard trail conditions , improper riding etc)

11.6
The Safety committee shall maintain a list of Safety committee leadership and Safety committee members that participate in other committees to endeavor to ensure coverage.

Article 12 - Trail Warden committee purpose and scope.
12.1
The Trail Warden committee is responsible to patrol all EC-ATV club trails and report any trespasser’s , damage , use of alcohol on the trails , unsafe activities or vandalism of club property and club assets immediately to either the Club President or Vice president or to any member of the Executive board of directors and to submit a verbal or written report at monthly membership meetings when prompted by the Executive board of directors.

12.2
The Trail Warden committee is responsible to recruit , train , and schedule Trail wardens from the current membership and create patrol schedules so as to patrol each property on a weekly basis where applicable.

12.3
The Trail Warden committee is responsible to work with the safety committee should endeavor to have all of its Trail Wardens fully trained and certified in general first aid and any other training deemed necessary. 
Article 13 - Events Committee purpose and scope.
13.1
The Events committee leadership is responsible to recruit from the current membership an “Events committee” to help with the many, many tasks required to stage a professional EC-ATV Club event.

13.2
The Events committee leadership may create sub-committees unique to a specific annual or re-occurring event (i.e. “the fall poker run sub-committee”) to better promote the event. 
13.3
The Events committee is responsible for creating or organizing any new or current club event. This may entail creating and maintaining a Club “canteen” or “kit” suitable for all or most events. Beverages , food , food prep & storage , washroom facilities , dining facilities , eating utensils , coffee & tea , soups , invited guests , the public , fuel , literature , tickets , vendors ,sponsors , municipalities , the media  etc , etc ,etc  are all concerns needed to be addressed by the events committee.
13.4
The Events committee is responsible for working with other committees and to help organize their club events where needed.

13.5
The Events committee may through the Executive board of directors , enlist the help of any entire committee / committee member / active member / associate member / public vendor / supplier ,to perform their duties. 

Article 14 – The Sustainability Committee purpose and scope.
14.1
The Sustainability Committee is responsible for the future advancement and expansion and sustainability of the ESSEX COUNTY ATV CLUB. Lands for new trails and trail connections, land owner permissions and requests , government and municipality liaisons , sponsors liaisons, media liaisons… are all concerns for the Sustainability committee. The EC-ATV club president and other board of directors will work closely with this committee. 
Article 15 - By-Law Committee , purpose and scope..

15.1
The By-Law Committee is responsible to record and keep updated the By-laws of the Essex County ATV Club Inc.(usually after any amendments) and make public on the Club website a copy of the most current updated By-laws. 

15.2
The By-Law Committee shall maintain a record of all past By-law versions as a history for The Club on electronic media.

15.3
The By-Law Committee shall through membership discussions , meetings and activities , bring forth potential new By-laws in their monthly meeting report when prompted by the board of directors or other members.
Article 16 - Club Information & Advertising (C.I.A.) Committee purpose and scope.
16.1
The Club Information & Advertising (C.I.A.) Committee is responsible to design , maintain , update , distribute , and sometimes even manufacture… all or some of the clubs advertising , websites , media releases , posters , flyers , stickers , printing , faxing , photocopying , mailing , e-mailing , telephoning ,etc, for club related activities.

16.2
The Club Information & Advertising (C.I.A.) Committee shall also work with all other committees to help with all activities related to the above article 16.1 , or where directed so by the EC-ATV CLUB president. 

Article 17 - Membership committee 

17.1   to be designed , created and recruited by the Membership coordinator at the earliest possible convenience.

Article 18 - General Membership meetings & votes

18.1
The annual meeting of the membership of the club shall be held at the time and place designated by the Executive Board of Directors.

18.2
Regular meetings of the members of the club shall be held monthly at the time and place fixed by resolution at the previous meeting or as designated by the Executive Club President or by the Executive Board of Directors.

18.3
Announcements of the time and place of the annual and all other meetings of the membership shall be posted for the membership by the Recording Secretary via posted electronic notice (CIA committee) as well as announced at previous meetings and recorded in the minutes.

18.4
Special meetings of the club may be called by the Board of Directors, or by the President or by any group of ten percent of active members giving adequate notice of the time, place, and purpose of such special meetings.

18.5
Any formal action taken at any meeting of the membership shall require a majority vote of those active members present.

Article 19 – Membership , Active Member requirements and The Volunteer credit reward system.
19.1
Membership in the club shall consist of active members.

19.2
Active members Are Required To Adhere To All The By-Laws Of EC-ATV & OFATV.

19.3
Each active member shall be entitled to one vote.

19.4
Each active member shall be able to accumulate “volunteer reward credits” in any of the EC-ATV Club activities , committees , committee crews and Training classes or courses as prescribed and designed by the membership coordinator and membership committee.

19.5
THE EC-ATV CLUB VOLUNTEER CREDIT REWARD SYSTEM is a system to be designed by the EC-ATV Membership coordinator and the newly formed membership committee ,it should be based on volunteer credits being issued or assigned to hours worked or actions performed by volunteers on club activities which may include classes , training , helping at events, trail work days etc.  Once established, the various Committee clerks will be recording hours spent by committee members on club activities to be handed in to the EC-ATV Membership Coordinator for tabulation and rewards (to be designed) for reaching certain levels of volunteer credits , to be issued. Volunteer credits are zeroed upon cessation of active membership and are non refundable.

19.6
Applications for membership shall Be Made To The OFATV On Applicable Forms , Written Or Electronically.

19.7
A member may resign from the club at any time upon written notice to the Recording Secretary. Any dues are non-refundable. 
19.8
Membership in the club may be terminated by majority vote by the Board of Directors in the event of non-payment of dues or for other reasons consistent with the club’s best interests. Termination or resignation of the membership of any member shall not release said members from the obligation to pay all dues and other amounts owed to the end of the period of membership.
Article 20  Associate Members , purpose and status.

20.1
Associate members are non-riding members, as defined by the OFATV.

20.2
Associate members Are Required To Adhere To All The By-Laws Of EC-ATV & OFATV.
20.3
The Associate membership was created to encourage, (but not limited to) ,active member spouses and other family members to become involved and to help support the EC-ATV club. Since the recent inception of the associate membership, many associate members have proven a truly invaluable asset to the EC-ATV club as well as the OFATV organization.
20.4
Applications for Associate membership shall Be Made To The OFATV On Applicable Forms , Written Or Electronically.

20.5
Associate members may belong to any committee group or sub-committee group but not in a committee leadership role which requires a valid voting status.
20.6
Associate members can participate in The EC-ATV Club Volunteer Credit Reward System and Accumulate “volunteer reward credits” for rewards as designed by the Membership coordinator for the associate members in the club.

20.7
Associate members do not hold a voting status in any club elections or club issues but are always invited and encouraged to bring forth suggestions, opinions , and comments in any of the monthly membership meetings.
20.8
Associate members may resign from the club at any time upon written notice to the Secretary. Any dues are non-refundable.
20.9
Associate membership in the club may be terminated by majority vote by the Board of Directors in the event of non-payment of dues or for other reasons consistent with the club’s best interests. Termination or resignation of the membership of any member shall not release said members from the obligation to pay all dues and other amounts owed to the end of the period of membership.   
Article 21  By-law amendments.

21.1
These by-laws may be amended by the affirmative vote of a majority of the active members of the club present at monthly membership meetings , annual general meetings, or in such other form as may be approved by the executive Board of Directors with 30 days advance notice (prior meeting announcement).

21.2
All By-law updates to be signed and dated in acceptance by the executive board of directors upon ratification.




